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new companies, new jobs, and tax revenues for the city. 
Building on its expertise in high tech and sustainability, 
Portland, Oregon, has created a “We Build Green Cities” 
marketing campaign to promote its clean tech companies 
and created partnerships in other nations to expand the 
market for these companies (Katz and Bradley 2013; 
Lieber 2015).

A number of global trends affect urban planning today.

1.	 The process of urbanization—people migrating to 
cities—will continue, exacerbating the already dif-
ficult situation of providing services for people in 
the world’s crowded urban areas.

2.	 Information and transportation technologies 
allow people in any part of the globe to be in con-
tact. However, this may also reduce the feeling of 
belonging to a specific place, thus reducing com-
mitment to work on city problems.

3.	 International boundaries diminish in importance 
as the flow of information, goods, services, labor, 
and capital increasingly ignores national boundar-
ies. For example, migration of Asians to cities 
around the world will continue and will have an 
impact on these cities.

4.	 Economies will increasingly rely on brain work, 
including invention of new technologies and high-
tech manufacturing. Thus, the gap between the 
haves and have-nots is likely to continue.

5.	 Conflicts between cultural and political groups, 
including religious and political extremists (as 

described in previous chapters), will impact urban 
life.

6.	 McDonaldization—the creation of a consumer 
world dominated by American food, music, fash-
ion, and entertainment—will continue, even as we 
see an increasing diversity of people within the 
United States (Ritzer 2013).

Awareness of these trends can help urban planners in 
their efforts to design cities to meet the needs of the 
future.

This basic population pattern—urbanization—has 
consequences at the most global levels and at the most 
micro levels of human life. Our social world model—
which looks at the connections of micro, meso, and macro 
levels of the social system—makes us aware of the conse-
quences of decisions made by millions of individuals and 
families. It also makes us mindful of the consequences of 
global trends and forces for individuals and for cities.

Thinking Sociologically
Try planning an ideal city. First, list everything you 
need to consider, such as how big the city should 
be. Now think of organization: Who will handle what? 
Keep in mind services, maintenance, financing, and 
leadership.

Intersection of Demographics  
and Environmental Policy
Traffic congestion and pollution are chronic problems, so 
intense in some cities that the slow movement of people 
and goods reduces productivity, jobs, health, and vital ser-
vices. Increasing automobile use around the world adds to 
pollution of the streets and air. In regions of China, par-
ents confine their children to their homes in order to keep 
them from breathing the outside air. In Beijing and other 
Chinese cities, the air has 40 times the pollutants deemed 
safe to breathe (E. Wong 2013). Parents of students at the 
International School in Beijing demanded that the school 
build an enclosed playground with filtered air, so their 
children will not have to breathe the polluted outside air 
while they play (Doane 2013).

In Global North countries, concern for these problems 
has brought some action and relief, but in impoverished 
countries where survival issues are pressing, environmen-
tal contamination is a low priority. Thus, the worst air pol-
lution is now found in major cities in the Global South, 
such as Mexico City, São Paulo, and several Chinese cities, 
including Beijing.

A Chinese woman wears a mask and filter as she walks to work 
during heavy pollution in Beijing, China. Levels of PM 2.5, considered 
the most hazardous pollution, surpassed 400, nearly 40 times the 
acceptable standard set by the World Health Organization. In some 
cities, entrepreneurs sell cans of fresh air for people to breathe.
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